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There are so many difficult problems these days that, out of necessity, wey 
uere at the hospital, ere learning to‘adspt as our motto one which is reported te 
nave been railed over thé barracks ‘of our boys in the air service in Texas, and. 
which is as follows?” ° Fae. ¢ MO! ot 18.8 i Sherg he 


The difficult we de dmmediately;) > 
The impossible takes. a little longer." 


In looking back, the Editor often wonders whether ‘along with'all: the 
troubles of running @ hospital these days, he would-have had the courage ta:assume 
the additional responsibilities of an Editor had ‘he only knawn what they entailed. 
Again he is being threatened with a lawsuit by Fenwick Beekuan, M.D. for defematicn 
of character for tne statement in the last issue of the R. & °C. about “sprinkling 
culture via the Oxford Book of English Verse", because he, Fenwick Beekman says that 
he did not order the book for the Medical Library. Well, we will stand our ground 
and even maka a stronger accusation. You gentlemen should all be informed that he, 
Femrick Béekman, is also subversively "sprinkling’ culture” to all the members of the 
Medicel Society of the County of New York through the County Journal. We reported 
in a previous issue of the R. & GC. about~an article which appeared in the Journal 
of the Society written by Dr. Beekman entitled "The King's Touch”. We also have 
unimgeachable information that’he is preparing two other articles of culture for 
this Journal to be entitled "The Unicorn*s Horn”; and "Life end Love in Merrie Eng- 
lahd in the Times of Sir Basil Metabolism”,’ Reprints of these articles my (7?) be 
obtained by writing Dr. Beekman. : | 5 


We also regret that we ever mentioned’ the Carl Burdick Club for Colonels, 
as good as the idea was = Dr. Beekman elso states that the Editor has gone too far, 
+hat Col. Sullivan is one of his boys and Col. Shaeffer is half his and half Dr. 
Burdick¥s, tae" x28 ft ReMtsO fg RO ON * euoesen: joe 


The Monday morning conference’ on May 15th was roused out of its lethargy 
when Dr. Tilson suggested that’ it might be well after Rrother Hansson had presented 
come of his polio cases, that the Sister Kenny Treatment: bs discussed. There was. 
lively discussion and you will have te draw your om conclusions. The Editor, whe 
was present, left the meeting mero confused than ever. rhs 


We have read in the papers why the Army selected an Oak Leaf to denote 
higher rank than a bar. “According to-an ‘old Army legend, a lst Lieutenant, or 
Subaltern as he was once called, may assume an elevated position in the field to 
watch the operations of his’ command, (In the old Army, 2nd Lis. wore no bars as 
insignia, of rank until World War I.) The First Lieutenant climbs: on the first bar. 
of a fence, ‘The Captain has to oversee more men ard! must therefore climb higher 
2 bars. Wp in rank and up in an oak ‘tree ‘goes the Major who must see even More mone 
The Lieutenant Colonel climbs into a silver spruce and the legendcarries: the Colonel 


up to the eagles. Generals have so many men to look after that they can only do 
their work from a view such as that afforded by the stars." Our theory for the Navy | 
with all its gold braid, if we apply the rungs of the ladder idea, would put the 
idmirals in the Crow's Nest. I wonder if this theory is fair to the Admirals. Hope 
we haven't stuck out our neck agains 


Rich Stephens has received a letter from Capt. Charlie cincteinen dated 
April 21st. “On my visit to Re & Ce, the last in late February of this year, I 
seemed to miss you by a hair which was quite disappointing, On this last one, I 
expected to walk into a busy Saturday pem. clinic and much te my astonishment I 
found the old citadel of healing quite empty. Said I to myself, *Could it actually 
be that Wag has given»in, after all?" ‘Then too I heard of the failing health of the 
staff from ‘overwork so Ivsimply assumed that someone figured that it just wasn't 
vorth it and:was better to live. abit longer than to kill oneself in the early stages 
vf this shortage. Our crossing seems so long ago that I hardly remsmber.it. It was 
just that peaceful and rapid. Of course, any transportation is quite uncomfortable 
these days, We spent the first month in:a@ beautiful sea coast town until we moved 
‘nto our incompleted hospital further, inland.» It was a little tough living in un- 
neated old houses and scattered all over town but the town was nice and there was 
plenty to.do, I had te act».as. plans and.training.officer so I.was busy trying to 
keep. others: busy. Much to my amazement, I found Mon Dial a few miles away and we 
had ainice visit ~ plotting our future plans. Of course, he has besn here a bit 
longer and I am suré he can help me in organizing my orthopaedic sermice. I undere 
stand Bill Cooperisn't.far awey, but with’ travel restricted here as it is right 
now, these visits will have to wait until D-Day is over”, 


| We regret to report that Mrs. Chester Barrett has heard definitely that 
her husband was killed in action. We all extend our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Barrett. 


A letter has been received from Pvt.’ Daniel Debell, a former orderly in 
the hospital. He writes; "Just a line to let you know that I spent a very enjoyable 
visit with’ Dr. Ruiz several weeks ago. I was glad to see him.as;it brought back 
very pleasant memories of working at the Ré & 8." Pvt». Debell is with a medical 
detachment in:one of. the southern.camps. Dr. Ruiz; 4s reported ina previous issue, 
is working at the Orthopaedic Clinic, Columbia, 8. C. . . 


Some weeks ago, we had an amheipected and, pleasant visit with Capt. Bill 
Dun6an. 


Lite (jsge ) Signe fhe eyRefapiany Waves, former physiotherapist, stopped at 
the hospital on May 19th t« say hello to her many friends. Lt. Bruymstrom had been 
ettending the Rehabilitation Conferences of the American Physical Therapy Associa= 
tion at the Hotel: Pennyslvania. Lt.:Brunnstrom is still stationed at the Mare 

_sland Naval hm ssinemne hire ase ‘Rye? OURPERPY aide. 


We are wad to welcome, beck lise Eva amok cg who will relieve for vacations 
this SUMIMGT » 


Mr. Shannon reports babii Sad aveil a porter to do mopping ‘in the evenings 
On a number of evenings, he found the porter using a dry mop on the plaster room 
floor instead of the usual wet mops: When questioned each evening as to why he was 
using this mop, he repeatedly informed Mr. Shannon that he could not, remember where 
he had put the mop truck and wet mop... As he was so forgetful, his services were of 
no help. So; he was dismissed and paid off. The next night, Mr. Shannon found the 
same porter still working in the plaster room with the same dry mop, and. when ques~ 
tioned by Mr. Shannon, the porter said he had forgotten he had been fired. 


mie 


The campaign for the Greater New Ycerk Fund has just clesed. We here at 
she hespitel raised $445.65 for this fund by the sale of subscriptions to twe $25. 
wr Bonds which were donated. by a member of tho Poard of Mausgers. ‘These Bonds were 
won by Margaret paencaiten ncaa cea and Jennie Reidy, Lausdry. 


June 12th starts the Fifth War Lean. We hope to mike a good record here 
at the hospital in subscribing to this War Lcan drive. Throvgh this medium, we 
appeal to all here at the hospitel who are anticipating subscribing to War Bonds 
during this drive to purchase them through the hospital as we have a big quota to 
meet in this drive. 


Mr. F. Wilson Keller attended the New York State Hospital Association Gon« 
‘vyention in Buffalo from May 23rd through the 26th. He reports having heard a good 
any stories. Here*s one that he thought might irserest cur readers. There was a 
wloror who was shingling the roof of a house... Bvery little while, he would throw a 
nail down to the ground. The moron below asked him why he wes throwing down these 
mails. The moron on the roof stated that the heads wore on the wrong end. "Vell, 
said the moron on the ground, I*ll save them for the.other side of the roof." 


Dr. Hansson has received @ letter from Lt. (jog) Jerry Crouse, a former 
physiotherapy student. She writes from the U.S. Neval Hospital, San Diego, Calif., 
"IT am in charge of the Physiotherapy with a staff of 41 in the departmentscecrcccces 
Hanveu Sieder who was a nurse from Ruptured and Crippled is here and received the 
May 15th issue of the R. & O» froma friend and we both enjoyed reading it. Miss 
Sieder was just made Lt. (j.g.) April 15th." 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Capt. Ted Lynn who is at Stark 
General yas eheen Charleston, S.C. We understand that Stark General is a debarke 
ation hospitzl, Ted writes, “The patients stay here from two to six days depending 
on the availibility cf transportation. It*s a bit discouraging to everyone hare to 
see so very miny excellent and interesting case: pass through ard yet be unable to 
do a thing adcut them other than to treat their emergency nesds. Ys have seen about 
a hundréd and fifty a&mputations since I came here. I have learned a lot from this 
group and we are keeping some statistics on them, I have also made some color 
treasparencies of about thirty of the more interesting ones for future use. A word 
about amputations as we see them here may be of some interest to yous The advice 
of the Surgeon General is being followed in all but a few instances. The guillotine 
amputation plus immediate application of skin traction (and prolonged maintenance 
thereof) hes yielded stumps which, for the most part, are excellent. Many cf these 
so treated are completely healed when they arrive here. They usually have a dense 
scar over the bone end of course and most will neod a minor revision before the 
stump will be useful. Those in which proper traction and bandaging have not been 
used are uniformly poor, show large granulating wounds with pretrusion of the bone 
and are edematous and often painful. A few have been treated by secondary closure 
and these usually are good, providing the stump is of the proper length. Some 
others have been treated with skin traction for a while and the granulating surface 
has then been covered with a split thickness skin graft. These of course will all 
need revision. It seems that this step is ill-advised except in the occasional case 
where preservetion of length is imperative and skin is not available otherwise, 
recognizing of course that full thickness coverage must be obtained at a later date. 
,seeee Still some people think that bandaging does more to shrink and toughen the 
stump and prefer te wait until a permanent prosthesis can be fitted." 


Wo all enjoyed a visit from Major Charles Holscher who was passing through 
the city on May 29th. Major Holscher is in charge of the Orthopaedic Section at the 


ond, me 
Lawson Generel Hospital, Atlanta, Georgia. Lawson General is an amputation center. 
We-notice that Phil Wilson*s miniature car, Archie, is on the read again. 


Dr. Alexander Hersh who finished his Orthopaedic Residency here on May 1st 
left en May 29th and will be associated with Dr. Harlan Wilson at Columbus, Qhie. 


Dr. Philip D. Wilson and Dr. K. G. Hansson attended the convention in Bos~ 
ton-on May 23rd of the Massachusetts State Medical Society. Dr. Wilson spoke on 
"Reconstructive Surgery of the “ar founded" and Dr. Hansson, "Physical Therapy in 
Vartime™. 


Brother Hansson has received a letter from Lt. Flarence K. Vinter. Ske 
rites, "Je are in Italy setting up a hospital once again. This time our department 
i¢ in’e building and we live in a building. It was a half finished apartment house 
ond is still pretty unfinished. The department is rather cut up and not quite as 
cood arrangement as in North Africa but it will be considerably cooler inside wells 
instead of. a tent or 2 pre-fab hut. Dunlop and Hardy live opposite in an apartment 
housee I have seen them several times. My room is on the sixth floor, very small 
put an excellent view. As there is no elevator, I shall probably be quite sylphlike 
in no time. For the first time, we have seen a few air raids but not very bad ones 
and not too near, fortunately. I find it fairly hard to get rest in the Army as the 
‘rmy, Navy and Air Fofce insist on being entertained. They put it on the basis of 
* building up their morale, so what can I do? Never a dull moment. At last our 

whole unit is in 0.D.'s and our blues can be put away. We have Italians working 
for us so I rush to my dictionary, find a word, turn a page, find another word and 
then hope for the best." . Sy 


es 


fi : Ffbeatags Ae eras dsn'e get here an He next . 
ifteen minbtes Tr oid to be fate for my SPerafion 
rf é be 3B 5 With cae fo Ke Saturday kvenng lost 


